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Stillman Longhorn Students,
 
I would like to formally introduce myself.  I am Mrs. Helen Chavez and I will be your 7th Grade Science Teacher.  I look forward to embarking on a new successful year filled with the knowledge and wonders of what science holds.  As one knows, success comes with responsibilities and expectations.  I have provided you with a detailed manifesto of my class and its requirements by the means of a Weebly page.  You will find everything necessary to succeed in my class.  If, for some reason, you still cannot acquire what you are looking for, I ask that you contact me at any time with any questions or concerns.  I say this with the utmost respect and encouragement.  Communication is key and you must take on the responsibility of acting if you have doubts.  Here is the link to my Weebly page:  
Information on supplies, expectations, and guidelines that every student must follow can be found in this wiki.  All the assignments that you will be required to complete, along with anything else I give you throughout the year will also be made available on this site in a timely manner.  You will have full access to everything so that in the event that something may occur, you may venture there and find it.  I do this so that you may be successful.  
I will also be using Remind to send out messages and remind you of when assignments are due or of important events that will occur in class.  The Remind app can be downloaded onto your phone, tablet, and/or iPad.  Once downloaded, by you and your parents, please create an account so that you may have access.  To sign up for 7th Grade Science - 2015-16 Remind notifications please visit the corresponding links for the period in which you are enrolled:

1st Period:   http://remind.com/join/chavez1p 
or send a text to 81010 with the message @chavez1p

3rd Period:   http://remind.com/join/chavez3p



Or send a text to 81010 with the message @chavez3p


5th Period:  http://remind.com/join/chavez5p



Or send a text to 81010 with the message @chavez5p


7th Period:  http://remind.com/join/chavez7p



Or send a text to 81010 with the message @chavez7p


8th Period:  http://remind.com/join/chavez8p



Or send a text to 81010 with the message @chavez8p


9th Period:  http://remind.com/join/chavez9p



Or send a text to 81010 with the message @chavez9p

I look forward to an eventful year filled with fun and learning!!!
 
 
 Stillman Longhorn Parents,
 
I am honored and privileged to be your son and or daughter's 7th grade science teacher this year.  It is imperative that we, as the modeling adults, communicate and understand each other.  This will allow for a sensational year filled with excitement and knowledge.  I want this to be an amazing year for all of us.  With that said, I have included my contact information so that you may contact me at any time.  Even the smallest matter is important.  I encourage you to take a look at the wiki and download the remind app, it is a great tool and it will allow you to get the same notifications as your son or daughter so that we are all on the same page when it comes to your child's science class. 
 
Thank you,
Mrs. Helen Chavez
Conference Time: 4th Period
E-mail: mariaechavez@bisd.us
Phone: (956) 698-1000
Supply List for ALL Classes
To Be Brought and Kept in Class:
· 2 Composition Books 
· Antibacterial Wipes
· Box of Kleenex
· Glue Sticks
 To ALWAYS Have in Backpack:
· Loose Leaf Paper
· 1 in. Binder 
· Glue Sticks
· Color Pencils and/or Markers
· Scissors
· Pencils
· Blue or Black Pens (Only colors permitted when turning in assignments.) 
· Sharpener
 

Classroom Rules
1)   Be on time for class
2)   Come prepared with all materials on a daily basis.
3)   Be in your seat, ready to work when the tardy bell rings.
4)   Listen attentively.
5)   Respect others and their property, including school property.
6)   Follow lab safety rules.
7)   Follow Stillman rules and BISD code of conduct, along with Dress Code.
8)   Keep electronic devices OFF and inside backpacks at ALL times.  Will be confiscated if seen.
 

Electronic Devices

ALL electronic devices must be kept in the backpack at all times.  If and when electronic devices are to be used, it will be for instructional purposes ONLY.  ANY unauthorized use of electronic devices will be collected and turned in to the office.  

Discipline Plan:
· 1st Offense:  Warning-Documentation on Districts Discipline Plan; Contact Parent
· 2nd Offense:  Teacher/Student Conference; Parent Notification; Documentation on District's Discipline Plan
· 3rd Offense:  Team ITS/Counselor Referral; Documentation on District's Discipline Plan; Parent Contact; Counselor Referral; Student Documentation; Team Documentation
· 4th Offense:  Team/Parent Conference; Documentation on District's Discipline Plan; Team Documentation; Counselor attend conference; RTI Behavior Plan is initiated
· 5th Offense:  Office Referral; Documentation on District's Discipline Plan; ISS will be assigned
 
Tardy Policy: 
· Tardis 1 through 4 - Parents will be contacted and tardy documented. 
· Tardy 5 – Office Referral.
 

Academics
ASSIGNMENTS:
· Major assessments are fifty percent (50%) of the grade.  
· A minimum of 4 assessments will be given per six weeks.
· One of the 4 assessments per six weeks may be a major project.
· Daily Assessment are fifty percent (50%) of the grade.
· A minimum of 6 daily work grades will be given per six weeks
· Assignments that are to be taken as a grade must be done in PENCIL, BLUE INK, OR BLACK INK ONLY.   
If students do not complete the assignment in class, it will need to be completed as homework.  Assignments must be completed and turned in by the due date to acquire full credit.  Late work will be accepted within the time allowed but will not be for full credit.
 RETESTING 
· Retesting will be done no later than 5 days after student earns the failing grade.
· Maximum score received after a retest will be a 70.
· Student must schedule his or her own retest with in the 5 day period.  
· It is the student's responsibility to make arrangements for the retest.  
· Semester finals and cheating are not eligible for a retest.  
 TEXTBOOK:
We will be using a consumable text book that will be distributed at the beginning of the year.  Text book is to be kept in class and does not go home. If assignments are to be done at home, only the pages assigned will be taken out and taken home.   
SEMESTER TEST:
Final Exams will always be comprehensive.
PROJECTS:
Throughout the semester, we will be integrating the use of problem based learning projects to increase our understanding of the science content being taught. A hard copy of the project criteria and rubrics will be given to each student.  I will be posting everything necessary to complete these projects on this wiki in a timely manner.  
ATTENDANCE:
· All Students will be permitted to make-up assignments due to an absence.
· Students shall be responsible for completing the assignment within the allotted time.  
· Make-up work and test may or may not be identical to work/test done by the class during time absent.  
 MAKE-UP WORK:
· Students will always have an opportunity to make up work.
· Students will be given the same number of days that the student was absent to turn in any make-up work.
· Students must make arrangements for make-up work the day the student returns to school.  
· Any student who does not appear for a prearranged make-up test or does not meet his prearranged due date for other work may receive a zero (0) on that test or work. 
· If participating in extra-curricular activities, students must make arrangements with me for any pending assignments prior to the event date.
· If in ISS, student is responsible for completing work sent to them during that time.  If not completed, credit for the assignment will not be obtained. 
 HOMEWORK:
The purpose of all types of homework is to promote high-quality student learning and achievement. Homework is an out-of-classroom learning experience that is given to enhance student learning.  Homework shall target specific learning outcomes, reinforce TEKS taught in the classroom, and provide practice in specific skills. Students shall be provided sufficient information and direction needed to complete homework independently. Homework shall be sufficient but not excessive to its intended purposes.  Students shall be responsible for completing the homework within the allotted time.  
 Academic Dishonesty/Cheating:
 EIA Local: A student found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to grade penalties on assignments or tests and disciplinary penalties in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized communication between students during an examination. The penalty for cheating will be a zero for work involved and the student will be subject to appropriate disciplinary action in cheating offenses. All students involved will be subject to disciplinary action. The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or another supervising professional employee, taking into consideration written materials, observation, or information from students.
Brainsville Inventions:

Brainsville Inventions is an activity designed to promote solving skills and creative thinking.  Students use creative imagination to scientifically develop problems, solutions, and procedures in selected categories such as: Environmental/Safety, Helping with Disabilities, Hobbies/Game4s/Sports, Household/Food/Industry, Medicine/Health/Grooming, Pets and Technology.  Young Inventors can either develop a new project or improve upon an existing invention.  Here is the schedule outlining the due dates and events for the event.

October 7, 2015: Creator’s Journal Due
October 9, 2015: Campus winner’s announced

October 19, 2015: Tri-Board and Model Due

October 24, 2015: Brainsville Competition at Perkins MS 
Science Fair

The project must be experimental in nature as opposed to research oriented.  In other words, students must do a test, survey, or experiment to determine the answer to their question instead of just looking it up in a book.  It is difficult to work alone without the exchange of ideas, so we encourage you to brainstorm with your child on different ideas and possible topics your child may want to pursue. Students are given time to find a project that best suits their interests.  They will also carry out experiments in the classroom that may help with how to do their experiment at home. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  The following dates are associated with the timeline of the science fair project. 

· September 14, 2015: Project’s Topic, Title, and Question Due (Daily Grade) 

· October 14, 2015: Science Fair Compositions Books/Journals will be checked for data and results. (Daily Grade)

· November 4, 2015: Completed Science Fair Display Board or Folded Poster Board must be turned in. (Test)

· November 5-9, 2015: Students will present projects to their peers. (Test) 

· November 10, 2014: Science Dept. will judge projects.

· November 13, 2014: Stillman Campus winners announced.

· December 5, 2014: District Science Fair at Garcia Middle School

· Regional Science Fair: TBA
· State Science Fair: TBA
 

Please fill out, sign and return this form.

By signing, it states that you have read and received this information.

Date: _________________________ 

Name of Child:




     ID: __________________    Period: _______
Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT):_______________________________________________________________

Home Phone No.: _________________________ Cell Phone No.: __________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian: ______________________________________________________________
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